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INTRODUCTION 
During Key Stage 4, (Years 10 and 11), the curriculum becomes more flexible allowing pupils to tailor their 
learning experience to better fit their personal needs and interests. The key purpose of learning remains to 
equip our future adult citizens with the basic skills and knowledge that will be required to succeed in an 
ever-changing future; a future of lifelong learning and opportunity for which we must all be prepared.  

Our aim is to properly prepare each pupil for what comes after age 16 with entry into a career, vocational 
training or academic learning. The curriculum is split into two areas, the core subjects that all students must 
study and the options subjects from which students can select the courses that they would like to study.  

What should I consider when I am choosing my options? 

Ask your parents to help you and talk things through with the subject teachers and your form tutor in school. 
Above all, think ahead – what avenues will you want open to you at age 16? Don’t worry if you’re not too 
sure at the moment: you won’t be able to make any very serious mistakes, as you must continue with the all-
important core curriculum.                                          
 

A few general rules of thumb to help you make your choices are:  

DO Choose subjects that you like – or make sure that you find out as much as you can about any new 
subjects that you haven’t studied before.  

DO Choose subjects that you are good at.  

DO Choose a balance of subjects. A broad and balanced set of choices will keep as many options as possible 
open to you at the end of Yr11.  

DO NOT Choose subjects just because your friends are. You may not end up in the same class as them 
anyway!  

DO NOT Choose subjects because you like (or don’t like!) your current teacher. You may well end up with a 
different teacher in Year 10.  

DO NOT Base your choices solely on exam or test marks. Remember that the subjects you choose will have 
to be studied for the whole of Years 10 and 11.  

 

 

 

  



4 
 

COMPARING GCSE AND NON-GCSE COURSES 

 
 GCSE Non-GCSE courses 

How does it work? The qualification involves in-
depth study of the knowledge 
and skills required for different 
subjects. 

Non-GCSE courses at 
Woodeaton are more focused 
on developing skills for use in 
the workplace, with more 
practical, real-life topics. 

How will I be assessed? Almost all GCSEs are assessed 
through an examination which 
takes place at the end of the 
course. Some courses also 
include assessed coursework, 
which can take place in Year 
10 or Year 11. Student 
performance is awarded a 
number between 9–1, with 9 
being the highest grade. 

Non-GCSE courses tend to 
have fewer examinations at 
the end of the course. More of 
the assessment is completed 
as coursework, which can be 
completed during Year 10 or 
11.  

Non-GCSE courses are usually 
Level 1/2 qualifications. A 
Level 1 qualification is broadly 
equivalent to a foundation 
GCSE (Grades 1 to 4) and a 
Level 2 qualification is the 
equivalent of a higher level 
GCSE (Grades 5 to 9).  

If you are not clear about the 
level of a specific course 
please ask.  

What can I do with these 
qualifications at the end of 
KS4? 

Depending on your grades, 
GCSEs prepare you for a 
variety of pathways including: 

• to study for A Level 
courses at a Sixth 
Form or college.  

• To study vocational 
courses such as BTEC’s 
at college,  

• take on an 
apprenticeship or 
enter work related 
training. 

Success in these courses may 
enable you to gain access to: 

• sixth forms,  
• pursue similar courses 

at college,  
• gain an apprenticeship 

or begin other work 
related training. 

(Note: Courses such as Duke of 
Edinburgh are very highly thought 
of, and if you have a Duke of 
Edinburgh qualification and 
another young person doesn’t, it 
could make the difference in 
securing the college place or 
apprenticeship that you have 
applied for.) 
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ASDAN – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

The Asdan qualifications are awarded at a variety of different levels to suit all learners. For each Asdan 
qualification that you study you can receive a bronze, silver or gold certificate.  A fully completed (Gold level) 
Asdan portfolio can earn up to 6 credits. These six credits can be used for an Award of Personal 
Effectiveness, (AoPE), which is worth half a GCSE. (Note this qualification can only be awarded once.) 

In addition, Asdan also offer pupils the opportunity to upgrade to a Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness (CoPE) qualification. 

CoPE is a nationally recognised qualification outcome of the ASDAN programmes. The qualifications 
offer imaginative ways of accrediting a learners’ activities. They promote, and allow Woodeaton 
pupils to record, a wide range of personal qualities, abilities and achievements of our pupils, as well 
as introducing them to new activities and challenges. 

CoPE has been allocated performance table points (GCSE equivalent grading) 

•  Level 1 is worth 25 points (comparable to a foundation GCSE Grade 1-4 )  

• Level 2 is worth 46 points (comparable to a higher GCSE Grade 5-9 ) 

How do I achieve a CoPE qualification? 

There are no examinations for this course. Pupils complete a detailed portfolio of their progress in 
any one of the Asdan programmes, at present we are offering Humanities and Enterprise. To 
achieve a Grade 2 the portfolio evidence needs to indicate a level of personal responsibility and 
learning that is worthy of a Grade 5/6 at GCSE. 

 
Pupils are assessed according to how they develop their personal skills rather than how much 
knowledge they have gained and how well they understand the topic. As well as their detailed 
portfolio from a specific Asdan programme, six personal skills are also assessed through different 
challenges of varying length (5, 10 or 20 hours). These are:  

• An Oral Presentation 
• Discussion work 
• Research 
• Working with Others (Teamwork)  
• Improving Own Learning and Performance  
• Problem Solving. 

 

Topics for challenges need to adhere to guidelines but can be chosen by the pupils. Pupils need to 
complete 120 hours of course work (12 credits) in total to achieve CoPE qualification. 
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OPTIONS FOR 2021/2022 
Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 

(Optional) 

GCSE 
Geography 

GCSE Art and 
Design 

 

GCSE Food 
Technology 

 

Duke of 
Edinburgh 

Asdan History GCSE PE GCSE French BTEC Hair and 
Beauty 

 GCSE Film 
Studies 

Arts Award 
 

 

  Asdan 
Enterprise  

 

 

EXAM BOARDS 

Within this booklet, you will find the following acronyms, which refer to the relevant examination board / 
awarding body. 

AQA  Assessment and Qualifications Authority 

OCR  Oxford, Cambridge and RSA 

PEARSON London Qualification Limited (formerly Edexcel), also oversee BTEC qualifications 

WJEC Eduqas Welsh Joint Education Committee  

ASDAN              Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network 

Trinity College London Arts Award, Awarding Body 

  



7 
 

INDEPENDENT ADVICE AND GUIDANCE 

 
Schools are legally responsible for securing access to independent and impartial careers guidance 
for all pupils in years 9 to 11. Careers guidance consists of services and programmes intended to 
assist pupils to make and implement education, training and occupation choices and to learn how 
to manage their careers. It ensures that pupils can make the right education and training choices so 
that they have the best chance of succeeding. Schools are free to decide what careers provision to 
make available in accordance with the needs of their pupils. Careers guidance secured under the 
duty must include information on all 16 to 18 education or training options, including 
Apprenticeships. 

With the participation age increased to 18 in 2015, it is more important than ever that all young 
people know about the different learning routes and qualifications available to them. The strategy 
will also help ensure that parents/carers are better informed about the different options available 
so that they can help their children make the right decisions. Young people are expected to have a 
good, all-rounded education, relevant and rigorous qualification and broader employability skills to 
prosper in the changing jobs market. 

To support pupils and parents/carers to make informed decisions about life after Woodeaton, a 
series of ‘Moving On Moving up’ meetings are held in school and, where appropriate, contacts from 
local colleges are present to assist in developing aspirational pathways for our pupils. The college 
personnel are in the main, senior staff involved in the overall management of transitions and Key 
Workers who provide specialist support on an ongoing basis. It is vitally important that everyone 
involved works to develop a placement strategy that is understood AND that is acceptable to the 
pupils involved.  
 
The Moving-on, Moving-up process normally begins with Woodeaton Staff and pupils, along with 
parents and carers where possible, taking the opportunity to visit the various Open Events at the 
colleges at the start of the year. Thereafter, bespoke individual pupil packages are developed with 
the school supporting/brokering specialist advice and ensuring the transition plan is effective and 
relevant. 

As a school we can also, within the curriculum, assist the pupils in completing college applications, 
developing personal statements and with interview practice if required. All Woodeaton staff are on 
hand to help and support pupils and their parents/carers to make informed decisions.                                                      
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

It is compulsory to study this subject. English Language is based entirely on unseen texts. This means that the 
texts that the pupils answer questions on in the exam will not be ones they have studied in class. The first exam 
will contain one fictional text and the second exam will contain two non-fiction texts, which share a common 
theme. Pupils will not have prior knowledge of the unseen texts before the exam. Instead they will be expected 
to demonstrate the skills they have learnt throughout the course and apply these to the unseen texts. These 
skills include understanding information, analysing the effects of language use and comparing and evaluating 
texts.  

ASSESSMENT 

There are two [1 hour 45 minute] exams to sit at the end of the second year.  
Paper 1 is on fiction texts where reading and writing are assessed.   
Paper 2 is on non-fiction texts where reading and writing are assessed.  
 
In addition, there is a compulsory spoken language task where speaking and listening skills are assessed. Pupils 
receive a separate pass, merit or distinction grade for this part of the course. The pupils are required to give and 
answer questions on a spoken presentation of their choice. These will be video recorded.  
 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

This qualification focuses on developing reading skills, writing skills and speaking and listening skills. 

 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

GCSE English provides you with improved opportunities for further education, training and employment. Also, a 
good qualification in English is necessary for most careers.   

A good command of the spoken and written word will help you every day- and will benefit your other GCSE 
subjects too. It will help you to:  

• Work independently  
• Be creative  

 

 

CORE SUBJECTS: GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

 

GCSE English Language, 
9-1  

Exam Board: AQA 
2 years - Linear 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700 

 

Mrs Holifield 

Ms Jenkins 
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• Think critically  
• Communicate your ideas with confidence 
• Think logically  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

English Language is not optional at Key Stage 4. A grade 4 or above, in English, is required to access a Level 2/3 
college course after year 11 and to gain a place at university.  

 In 2020/2021, for pupils working at a lower grade, the ‘Step up to English’ Entry Level certification will be co-
taught with the English Language qualification, and staff will inform you if this applies to your child. Step up to 
English helps students to build the relevant literacy skills required for the English Language GCSE. It offers two 
‘Steps’. Silver Step (Entry Level 1 and 2) and Gold Step (Entry Level 3). The assessment is on demand with 
certification twice a year. This means that students can complete assignments when they are ready. 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

The Mathematics department follows a linear GCSE syllabus. This course develops the work covered in Key 
Stage 3. The topics studied are:  

• Number – arithmetic, fractions, percentages, application to finance, powers and estimating 
• Algebra – algebraic manipulation, equations, formulae, graphs and sequences 
• Ratio, proportion and rates of change – measures, scale factors, maps, ratio, proportion, percentage 

and speed 
• Geometry and measures – angles, construction, 2D and 3D shapes, Pythagoras, area, volume, 

trigonometry, vectors, and similarity 
• Probability – experimental and theoretical probability, outcomes and combined events 
• Statistics – averages, charts, cumulative frequency, histogram and scatter graphs 

As well as learning and applying standard techniques to solve problems within mathematics and other more 
real-life contexts, pupils will be encouraged to reason, interpret and communicate mathematically. 

You will need to use your knowledge to make connections between mathematical concepts as well as to solve 
real-life problems.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

Pupils will be entered for either the Foundation Tier (5-1) or the Higher Tier (grades 9-4). Both are assessed by 
three 1½ hour papers sat at the end of Year 11, one of which will be a non-calculator paper. There are no 
controlled assessments. During the two years you will do regular assessment so that you can see how you are 
progressing towards your target grade and these are illustrated in your Maths ILPs. 

  

 

 

 

CORE SUBJECTS: GCSE MATHEMATICS 
 

 

 

GCSE Mathematics, 9-1, 
1MA1 

 

 

Exam Board: EDEXCEL/PEARSON  

2 Years – Linear 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/mathematics-2015.html 

 

Mr Baker 

 

Mrs Harris 

 

Mr Wells 
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WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

The course aims to give you the skills to be able to cope with mathematical problems in everyday life, as well as 
to develop logical reasoning and problem solving ability.  You need to be able to problem solve, communicate 
effectively using numbers and symbols, be able to explain and justify solutions and have the ability to interpret 
and discuss data.  

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

GCSE Mathematics provides you with improved opportunities for further education, training and employment. 
A good qualification in Mathematics is necessary for most careers. Maths has links to many other subjects. The 
most obvious of these are the Sciences, particularly Physics, but many others such as Geography, Business 
Studies, ICT, Music, Engineering, Economics, Medicine and Archaeology.   

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Maths is not optional at Key Stage 4. A grade 4 or above, in Maths, is required to access a Level 3 college course 
after year 11 and to gain a place at university.  For pupils working at a lower grade, the Functional Skills or Entry 
Level certification will be co-taught with the Maths qualification, staff will inform you if this applies to your 
child. 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

All Year 10 pupils will study the new GCSE Combined Science syllabus. This is a double award and counts as 2 
GCSE’s in Science. This course develops the work covered in Key Stage 3.  It draws much of its content from the 
separate science qualifications. You will explore exciting topics in Biology, Chemistry and Physics and sit six 
exams. It is excellent preparation if you want to study science after Key Stage 4. 

ASSESSMENT 

Pupils will be entered for either the Foundation Tier (5-1) or the Higher Tier (grades 9-4). Both are assessed via 
six 1 ¼ hour papers sat at the end of Year 11. There is no controlled assessment, (coursework), however, during 
the two years there are 21 ‘Required practical investigations’.  This means that students need to have gained 
experience of 21 specific practical activities, spread across the 3 main areas of science and will be asked 
questions about them during the exam papers.  There will be 2x Biology, 2x Chemistry and 2x Physics exam 
papers. 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

• The principles of ‘How Science Works’ are embedded in all topics.  Students are given plenty of 
opportunity to develop skills of observing, describing, explaining and analysing a wide variety of 
scientific phenomena.   

• The new GCSE science curriculum now includes the teaching and practice of specific mathematical 
concepts and calculations.  For example; the use of standard form, in the context of science.   

 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

GCSE Science provides you with improved opportunities for further education, training and employment. A 
good qualification in Science is necessary for many careers. The most obvious of these are; Biology, 
Biochemistry, Chemistry, Physics, Medicine, Forensics, Biotechnology, Astrophysics, Aeronautics, Engineering, 
Food technology, Nursing, Hair & Beauty, Plumbing and many more… 

 

 

 

CORE SUBJECTS: GCSE SCIENCE 
 

 

GCSE Combined 
Science, 9-1, 8464 

 

Exam Board: AQA GCSE Science; Trilogy 

2 Years – Linear 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-
science-trilogy-8464 

Ms Henderson 

Mrs Wilkinson 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Science is a core subject and is not optional at Key Stage 4. In 2020/2021, we will be teaching the science Entry 
Level Certificates (ELC) at the same time as the GCSE’s in Science. Staff will inform you if this applies to your 
child.  

The Entry Level qualification builds on the core scientific concepts and skills taught at Key Stage 3. Studying 
ELC science will build students’ confidence in Science, especially those unable to access the challenges of the 
GCSE.  Our students can complete assignments when they are ready, helping to keep them motivated as the 
assessment are on demand.   
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

A high-quality physical education curriculum inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and 
other physically-demanding activities. It should provide opportunities for pupils to become physically confident 
in a way which supports their health and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities build 
character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect. The national curriculum for physical education 
aims to ensure that all pupils:  

§ develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities  

§ are physically active for sustained periods of time  

§ engage in competitive sports and activities  

§ lead healthy, active lives. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 
processes specified in the relevant programme of study. Pupils will receive an assessment level for PE, but it is 
not formally assessed through external examination, unless chosen as an option.  

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

• The principles of ‘How Science Works’ are embedded in all topics.  Students are given plenty of 
opportunity to develop skills of observing, describing, explaining and analysing a wide variety of 
scientific phenomena.   

• The new GCSE science curriculum now includes the teaching and practice of specific mathematical 
concepts and calculations.  For example; the use of standard form, in the context of science.   

 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

Pupils should tackle complex and demanding physical activities. They should get involved in a range of activities 
that develops personal fitness and promotes an active, healthy lifestyle. 

 

 

 
CORE SUBJECTS: PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) 
 

 

 Not assessed at GCSE unless selected as an option Mr Baker 

Mr Guest 
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Pupils in Key Stage 4 should be taught to:  

§ use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and individual games [for 
example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders, rugby and tennis]  

§ develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports, [for example, athletics 
and gymnastics], or other physical activities [for example, dance]  

§ take part in further outdoor and adventurous activities in a range of environments which present intellectual 
and physical challenges and which encourage pupils to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to 
solve problems, either individually or as a group  

§ evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement across a range of 
physical activities to achieve their personal best  

§ continue to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or 
sports clubs. 
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RELATIONSHIP AND SEX EDUCATION (RSE) 

The aim of Woodeaton’s RSE programme is to give young people the information they need to help them 
develop healthy, nurturing relationships of all kinds, not just intimate relationships. It should enable them to 
know what a healthy relationship looks like and what makes a good friend, a good colleague and a successful 
marriage or other type of committed relationship. It should also cover contraception, developing intimate 
relationships and resisting pressure to have sex (and not applying pressure). It should teach what is acceptable 
and unacceptable behaviour in relationships. 

Outcomes: This will help pupils understand the positive effects that good relationships have on their mental 
wellbeing, identify when relationships are not right and understand how such situations can be managed. 

NB: Some parts of sex and relationship education are compulsory - these are part of the national curriculum for 
science. Parents can withdraw their children from all other parts of sex and relationship education if they 
choose to do so.  

CITIZENSHIP 

The aim of Woodeaton’s Citizenship programme is to provide pupils with knowledge, skills and understanding 
to prepare them to play a full and active part in society. In particular, Citizenship education should foster pupil’s 
keen awareness and understanding of democracy, government and how laws are made and upheld.  

Outcome: Teaching of Citizenship should equip pupils with the skills and knowledge to explore political and 
social issues critically, to weigh evidence, debate and make reasoned arguments. It should also prepare pupils 
to take their place in society as responsible citizens, manage their money well and make sound financial 
decisions. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) 

Beliefs and values lie at the heart of our world today and are responsible for the way people think, live and act. 
It is essential then that you have a clear understanding of different beliefs and the impact they have on people’s 
lives. Woodeaton’s RE programme will enable you to understand the range of beliefs on life issues which 
appear in today’s modern society, such as gender equality, abortion and euthanasia.  

 

 

 

CORE SUBJECTS: RELATIONSHIP & SEX EDUCATION, CITIZENSHIP & RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
 

 

 

 

Non assessed All staff  

(Often Form Tutors) 
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Outcome: The teaching of RE will help you to examine and draw conclusions from a range of different 
viewpoints. You will develop critical thinking skills and written skills which will assist you in many different areas 
of the curriculum. 

NB: Schools have to teach RE but parents can withdraw their children for all or part of the lessons.  
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

The activities in this course are grouped into the following modules: 

• Local history 
• British history – our island stories 
• Britain, the empire and the world 
• History from below 
• European history 
• History in the world 

ASSESSMENT 

Each learner will have their own copy of the course student book or an e-portfolio login – this contains the 
challenge content and recording documents. Learners must present evidence of their activities in an organised 
portfolio or e-portfolio. This will contain: 

• a record of challenges completed, with supporting evidence for each challenge 
• recording documents, showing how learners have planned and reviewed their activities 
• summary of achievement, highlighting skills development 
• personal statement 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

ASDAN programmes and qualifications are widely recognised by educators for providing an engaging curriculum 

that empowers students through personalised learning and choice. Asdan develops the following skills:  

• self-esteem 
• confidence 
• resilience 
• teamwork  
• communication 
• problem solving  
• research skills 
• self-management 

 

 

OPTION GROUP 1: ASDAN HISTORY 
 

ASDAN Humanities – 
History 

 

Exam Board: ASDAN 

2 Years https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/programmes/history-
short-course 

Ms Jenkins 

Mrs Holifield 
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WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

Studying this course can lead on to some exciting career options, including: 

 • Journalism • Law • Business • Politics • Archaeology • Marketing • Teaching. 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and human themes 
and investigates the link between them. Pupils will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies 
in the United Kingdom (UK), Higher Income Countries (HICs), Newly Emerging Economies (NEEs) and Lower 
Income Countries (LICs). Topics of study include: climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic 
power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Pupils are also encouraged to understand their role in 
society, by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.  

 

ASSESSMENT 

 There is no coursework,  assessment is by examination, which comprises of  three papers sat at the end of Year 
11: 

• PAPER 1 – Living with the physical environment – 1 ½ hours – 35% of final mark 
• PAPER 2 – Challenges in the human environment – 1 ½ hours – 35% of final mark 
• PAPER 3 – Geographical Applications – 1 ¼ hours – 30% of final mark 

 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

There are a lot of specific terms and key words linked to the processes, characteristics, formations and 
relationships between different human and physical processes. There is a requirement to retain key information 
from specific case studies and examples to use in exams and support your answers for the access to higher 
grades.  

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

Geography is a core humanities subject and will help you access further education, providing you with the skills 
to understand the environment around you both physical and human. From this you can then continue your 
studies at A-level.  

 
 

  

 

OPTION GROUP 1: GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
 

GCSE Geography 9-1, 
8035 Specification A  

Exam Board: AQA  

2 Years – Linear 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-
8035  

Mr Guest 

Mrs Castle 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

The WJEC GCSE in Art and Design is designed to provide engaging, challenging, coherent and meaningful 
learning experiences through a flexible structure that supports the sequential and incremental development of 
creative practice. This course is rewarding programme of study which develops the imagination through, 
inspiring creativity and promoting personal and social development.  

The focus of the specification is to nurture an enthusiasm for Art, Craft and Design and, through a broad 
introductory foundation programme, to develop critical, practical and theoretical skills that enable students to 
gain a holistic understanding of a range of practices and contexts in the visual arts, crafts and design fields.  

Students will be required to create a portfolio of individual and unique work in sketch books or digitally. This 
can be achieved by using a variety of mediums of their choosing such as photography using Photoshop, textile 
work, 3D sculpture using clay, charcoals and other painting and drawing tools. In Year 11, pupils are required to 
create a detailed study of work to support their final piece. Extra curriculum activities:  Trips to the Pitt rivers 
museum, Ashmolean Museum, Asthall Manor Sculpture park and Modern Oxford. 

ASSESSMENT 

The marks are divided into two units: 

• Unit one: 60% of the marks. Portfolio work. This unit comprises a major practical portfolio and 
outcomes/to be based upon internally set themes and subject matter developed from personal and/or 
given starting points. This is developed throughout year 10.  

• Unit two: 40% of the marks. Externally set assignment. Consists of two parts. Preparatory study period. 
10 hour sustain period of focus work.  

All of the work is assessed against these four areas: 
AO1 Critical understanding 
AO2 Creative making 
AO3 Reflective recording 
AO4 Personal presentation  
 
 
 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

• Need to be prepared to develop your techniques and skill set, by using a variety of different mediums. 

 

OPTION GROUP 2: GCSE ART & DESIGN 
 

GCSE Art 9-1, Art and 
Design 

 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas 

2 years 

 

Mrs Dickinson 
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• To gain an understanding of a variety of different artists by researching into their work and making 
informed judgements about their styles and techniques. 

• To learn how to make critical judgement about your work and to reflect upon how you could develop 
your ideas. 

• Be able through experimentation to make changes to your techniques and to embrace challenges.  
• To have a love of art and taking enjoyment from being creative.  

 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

To further your education at college in the Arts, Architecture or Web Design, fashion or product design and 
engineering. 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

GCSE Film Studies is designed to draw on a pupils’ enthusiasm for film and introduce them to a wide variety of 
cinematic experiences through films which have been important in the development of film and film 
technology.  

Pupils will develop their knowledge of the US mainstream film by studying one film from the 1950s and one film 
from the later 70s and 80s – looking at two stages of Hollywood’s development. In addition, pupils will be 
studying more recent films – a US independent film as well as films from Europe, including the UK, South Africa 
and Australia. Production is integral to pupils’ study of film.  

Studying a diverse range of films from several different contexts is designed to give learners the opportunity to 
apply their knowledge and understanding of how films are constructed to their own filmmaking and 
screenwriting. 

This is intended to support learners in producing creative films and screenplays as well as enable their 
production work to provide an informed filmmaker’s perspective on their own study of film. 

ASSESSMENT 

PAPER 1: Key developments in US films (1 hour & 30minutes, 35% of qualification) 
 
PAPER 2: Global Films: Narrative, representation and style (1 hour & 30minutes, 35% of qualification) 
 
NON EXAM ASSESSMENT: Production (Completed in class, 30% of qualification) 
 
WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

The beauty of this course is that you don’t need to be a film expert to be successful, you just need to have a 
genuine interest and an active imagination! 

 

 

 

 

OPTION GROUP 2: GCSE FILM STUDIES 
 

GCSE Film Studies, 9-1  Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas,  2 Years – Linear  

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/filmstudies/gcse/  

 

Mrs Holifield 
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WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

College courses:  

• Media 
• Film  
• Moving Images  

Careers in:  

• The Film Industry 
• The Media 
• Cinema 
• Journalism 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

Through studying GCSE Physical Education/Entry Level Health and Fitness pupils will acquire the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities and 
understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-being. Pupils will perform effectively in different physical 
activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional 
ideas. They will develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and 
sport.  

By studying this course pupils will: 

• develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and 
sport and use this knowledge to improve performance 

• understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in physical activity and 
sport 

• perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and 
using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas 

• develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport 
• understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being 
• understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and 

sport in the UK and the wider world. 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT: GCSE 

The GCSE course has both practical and theory elements. The practical element is worth 40% and will require 
performance in 3 sports, along with a Personal Exercise Programme to accompany the main sport. This will be 
centre assessed and externally moderated. 

The theory element is worth 60% and will be assessed in the form of a 2-hour examination at the end of the 
course. The subject content focuses on five key areas: 

 

OPTION GROUP 2: GCSE PE/Entry Level Health & Fitness 
 

GCSE PE 9-1  

 

 

 

Entry Level Health and 
Fitness 

Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas 

2 years – Linear 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/physical-
education/gcse/  

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/healthy-living-and-
fitness-entry-pathways/#tab_overview 

Mr Baker/Mr Guest 
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1. Health, training and exercise 

2. Exercise physiology 

3. Movement analysis 

4. Psychology of sport and physical activity 

5. Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity. 

 

ASSESSMENT: ENTRY LEVEL 

The Healthy Living and Fitness Entry Pathway is internally assessed and externally moderated, meaning that the 
pupils will be assessed in school. Some of the work will then be chosen to be sent out for moderation to confirm 
that it meets the requirements. 

Pupils will need to gain a certain amount of credits depending on the Level that they wish to be assessed. This is 
a flexible qualification and there is a list of available units that pupils will be able to choose from, some practical 
based and some theory based. Each unit carries a certain amount of credits, and pupils will need to provide 
evidence in order to achieve these credits.  

 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

• Literacy, including Digital literacy • Numeracy • Personal Effectiveness 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving • Planning and Organisation • Creativity and Innovation 

 

 
 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

Both GCSE PE or Entry Level Health and Fitness could be used to kick start a career pathway in the Sport and 
Leisure Industry. There are many college courses or A Levels that will further your learning in this area, and 
potentially on to the wide ranging and successful area of Sport and Leisure. GCSE PE/Entry Level Health and 
Fitness can also increase the range of subjects that you undertake, and is looked at positively in terms of many 
different college courses. This course will also give you the information and opportunity to learn the skills to 
have a lifelong involvement in Health and Physical Activity and all of the benefits that come with it.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



27 
 

 
 

WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

The Arts Award is a new award accredited to the same level as GCSEs. Arts Award is a range of unique 
qualifications that supports anyone aged up to 25 to grow as artists and arts leaders, inspiring them to connect 
with and take part in the wider arts world through taking challenges in an art form. All Pupils will start with our 
Bronze award, building confidence and awareness of how Arts Award works. 

Following this, a decision is made around next steps. Pupils can do another Bronze or move to a Silver award. All 
Arts Award students should complete two qualifications during their time.  
ASSESSMENT 

 

Bronze 
(Level 1 
Award in the 
Arts) 
GCSE Grades: 
3-1 

To achieve a Bronze Arts Award, young people collect evidence in an individual arts log or 
portfolio of their experiences of:  

§ - actively participating in any art form 
§ - at least one arts event as an audience member 
§ - researching the work of an artist/craftsperson that inspires them 
§ - passing on an arts skill 

Silver 

(Level 2 
Award in the 
Arts) 

GCSE Grades: 
9-4 

To achieve a Silver Arts Award, young people collect evidence in an individual arts 
portfolio of their experiences of: 

Arts practice and pathways 
- Identifying and planning an arts challenge 
- Implementing and reviewing the arts challenge 
- Reviewing arts events 
- Undertaking arts research 

Arts leadership 
- Identifying a leadership role and planning the project's aims 
- Planning the practical issues 
- Being an effective arts leader 
- Working effectively with others 
- Reviewing their project and leadership role 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 
An Arts Award qualification can help our pupils become more confident and improve their social skills through a 

 

OPTION GROUP 3: ARTS AWARD 
 

Arts Award Exam Board: http://www.artsaward.org.uk/site/?id=1346  Mr Holifield 
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range of practical activities. Arts Award will also have cross-curricular links with other subjects such as English 
and History. Pupil’s work will be routinely monitored and assessed on site, with regular feedback. 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

Anything course or work placement that requires me to work independently. 

 

  



29 
 

 

  

WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

You will be taking part in a number of practical and written challenges, which might include a diary or log, 
witness statements, visits, interviews, surveys, research, photos, letters, diagrams, notes etc. 

The Enterprise Short Course contains six modules: 

• Your entrepreneurial skills 
• Generating enterprising ideas 
• Enterprise planning 
• Your enterprise evaluation 
• Enterprise and business 
• Your enterprise in action 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Each learner will have their own copy of the course student book or an e-portfolio login – this contains the 
challenge content and recording documents. Learners must present evidence of their activities in an organised 
portfolio or e-portfolio. This will contain: 

• a record of challenges completed, with supporting evidence for each challenge 
• recording documents, showing how learners have planned and reviewed their activities 
• summary of achievement, highlighting skills development 
• personal statement 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

ASDAN programmes and qualifications are widely recognised by educators for providing an engaging curriculum 

that empowers students through personalised learning and choice. Asdan develops the following skills:  

• self-esteem 
• confidence 
• resilience 
• teamwork  
• communication 

 

OPTION GROUP 3: ASDAN ENTERPRISE 
 

Asdan - Enterprise 2 Years 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/programmes/enterprise-
short-course 

Mrs Holifield 
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• problem solving  
• research skills 
• self-management 

 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

This course could just be about developing your employability skills and personal effectiveness, but it might also 
hive you a valuable insight into the running of a business and would definitely be of use if you decided to start 
up your own business in the future.   
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips learners with the knowledge, understanding 
and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages 
learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to 
acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later 
in life. This specification has been designed to enable centres to concentrate on innovative delivery of the 
course whilst creating a balance between practical and theoretical knowledge and understanding. The layout of 
the content into six areas of content promotes flexibility of delivery, and releasing two tasks for each of the 
assessments that constitute the non-examination assessment will ensure learners are able to complete 
assessments suitable to their needs and that of the centre.  

By studying food preparation and nutrition learners will:  

• be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of food 
commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment  

• develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics of food as 
well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and drinks 

• understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and psychological 
effects of poor diet and health  

• understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, production 
processes, diet and health choices  

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and 
microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food  

• understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional 
British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 50% of 
qualification This component will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions and will assess 
the six areas of content as listed in the specified GCSE content.  

 

OPTION GROUP 3: GCSE FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 
 

Food Preparation and 

Nutrition 

 Exam Board: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/food-preparation-and-
nutrition/ 

Mrs Dickinson 



32 
 

Section A: questions based on stimulus material.  

Section B: structured, short and extended response questions to assess content related to food preparation and 
nutrition.  

Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action Non-examination assessment: internally assessed, 
externally moderated Assessment 1: 8 hours, 15% of final qualification: The Food Investigation Assessment A 
scientific food investigation which will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to 
scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food. 

Assessment 2: 12 hours 35% of qualification : The Food Preparation Assessment Prepare, cook and present a 
menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, 
cooking and presentation of food. These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by WJEC 
annually. 

 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

•Excellent written and oral communication skills. 

•Good teamworking abilities. 

•Confidence. 

•The ability to work independently. 

•Meticulous attention to detail, especially with regard to food hygiene and safety. 

•Strong analytical and numerical skills 

 

WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

• Chef 
• Dietitian 
• Catering Manager 
• Food scientist 
• Barista 
• Work in a brewery 
• Food production industry 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

Pupils are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about three themes relating to their 
own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/communities where French is spoken. 

Theme 1: Identity and culture Theme 2: Local, national, 
international and global areas of 

interest 

Theme 3: Current and future 
study and employment 

Topic 1: Me, my family and friends 

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life  

Topic 3: Free-time activities 

Topic 4: Customs and festivals in 
French-speaking 
countries/communities  

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood 
and region  

Topic 2: Social issues  

Topic 3: Global issues  

Topic 4: Travel and tourism  

 

Topic 1: My studies  

Topic 2: Life at school/college  

Topic 3: Education post-16  

Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and 
ambitions 

 
 

ASSESSMENT 

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Pupils must take all four 
question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series. The papers are: 

Listening (25%) –  

a written exam 

Speaking (25%) –  

a non-exam assessment 

Reading (25%) – 

 a written exam 

Writing (25%) –  

a written exam 
 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

In learning French pupils develop the skills to be able to communicate in a wide variety of contexts, developing 
their ability to converse and give opinions. They will develop a good knowledge of core and topic specific 
vocabulary as well as learn key grammar points which will help strengthen their use and understanding of 
English as well as French. 

GCSE French helps students develop their language skills in a variety of contexts and a broad understanding of 
the culture of countries and communities where French is spoken. It encourages enjoyment of language 
learning and the recognition that language skills enable students to take their place in a multi-lingual global 
society. 

 

OPTION GROUP 3: GCSE FRENCH 
 

GCSE French 9-1, 8658 Exam Board: AQA 

2 years – Linear 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-
8658  

Mrs Castle 
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WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

Languages are really important in the world we live in and give you great skills for the rest of your life. The 
internet has brought everyone much closer together so chatting, blogging and networking with people of 
different languages from all over the world is much more common. Imagine all the other people you could 
communicate with and all the amazing places you could travel to or work at and all because you can speak 
French.  

Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those involving translation or communication with 
people from non-English speaking countries. This can include careers in tourism, government, politics, media, 
publishing, and journalism. You can also work in education, fashion or law! 

 Learning a foreign language can build your communication, interpersonal, intercultural, and public speaking 
skills - otherwise known as ‘soft skills’. Some studies have also shown that learning another language can 
improve your ability to multi-task and block out distractions. 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

Over the course of one school year you will complete the 4 sections of the award – Skills, Volunteering, 
Physical and Expedition. 

Through discussion and agreement with your teacher you will complete either a 3 or 6 month programme for 
each section, apart from the expedition which we prepare for all year and complete in June/July. You will also 
do a short course in First Aid. 

Unlike the way D of E is run in mainstream schools, we support you to complete all your sections during school 
time, so you do not need to organise activities yourself outside of school. If you do have regular activities 
outside of school Mrs Castle will be able to discuss with your parents and carers whether they maybe suitable 
to include in your award. 

ASSESSMENT 

There is no examined assessment for this award. In order to achieve your Bronze D of E award you will need to 
complete your volunteering, physical and skill sections and have your record signed off by Mrs Castle and if 
appropriate, any other adult supervising you. 

 

Please note that there may be a need for you to use some elective time, (possibly on a Friday afternoon) to 
complete the training for expedition.   

 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

All students on this course will need to really want to do it. 

You will need to have the following skills/attributes or be prepared to develop them: 

• Willingness to help others 
• Willingness to understand the importance of physical wellbeing and be prepared to get involved in 

physical activity 
• A desire to learn something new / develop an existing skill you already have and at times to be able to 

work independently on this skill 
• An ability to recognise the importance of being part of a team, supporting others and accepting other’s 

differences 
 

 

 

OPTION GROUP 4: DUKE of EDINBURGH 
 

Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 

1 year     http://www.dofe.org Mrs Castle 
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WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

This is a prestigious award that is internationally recognised and has value alongside GCSE’s. In many ways it 
gives you more to say about yourself at interview than any other qualification. Employers are very keen to see 
that applicants have completed some level of D of E. It shows people you have developed  a range of personal 
skills and abilities that contribute to making you a successful person. 

  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

This is an option like no other at Woodeaton – your time in the class room is very different to your other lessons 
– you will be given more trust and responsibility if you show you can manage it. The atmosphere in the 
classroom is fun and relaxed. If you complete your Bronze award at Woodeaton, you can go on to do Silver and 
Gold elsewhere until the age of 25. 
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WHAT WILL I BE DOING ON THE COURSE?  

The activities in this course are grouped into the following modules: 

• Developing a Personal Progression Plan 
• Demonstrating Hair Styling 
• Being organised 
• Researching the hair and beauty industry 
• Looking after customers 
• Demonstrating Hair Styling  

ASSESSMENT 

There are no formal examinations for this qualification, you may be asked to complete some of the following for 
your assessments: 

• Carry out practical tasks  
• Present information you have gathered  
• Keep working logbooks, records and reflective journals  
• Practise English and mathematical skills  
• Take part in oral or written presentations  
• Take part in role play, interviews and other activities. 

 

WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO DEVELOP TO BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS COURSE? 

BTEC qualifications are widely recognised by educators and employers for providing an engaging curriculum 

that empowers students through the acquisition of vocational, transferable skills. This course aims to develop 

the following skills:  

• Communication 
• Working with others 
• Problem solving 
• Managing information 
• Self-management and development 

 

 

OPTION GROUP 4: BTEC HAIR & BEAUTY LEVEL 1 
 

BTEC Level 1 

 

Exam Board: Pearson 

2 Years  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-entry-
level-level-1-and-level-1-introductory/introduction-to-hair-and-
beauty-l1.html 

Ms J Gould 
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WHAT COULD I USE THIS QUALIFICATION FOR? 

This course could lead onto BTEC Level 2 courses in Hair and Beauty, or other Hair and Beauty Courses such as 
NVQ’s.  

Studying this course can lead on to some exciting careers in the Hair and Beauty industry, including: 

 • Hairdresser 

 • Nail Technician/Manicurist 

 • Beautician 

  •Wedding hair and beauty 
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OPTIONS SELECTION FORM 
 

KS4 Options 2021/2022 

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4 *(Optional) 

GCSE Geography GCSE Art and Design 
 

GCSE Food 
Technology 

 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Asdan History GCSE PE GCSE French BTEC Hair and Beauty 

 GCSE Film Studies Arts Award 
 

 

  ASDAN Enterprise  

*Please note you do not have to select an Option from Group 4, these are optional subjects, which 
will not run within the normal options groups. 

 
Name of pupil:                                                                                        Form group: 

 Preferred choice Second choice 

Option 1   

Option 2   

Option 3   

Option 4   

 

Please return to school, with your first and second choices by Tuesday, 22nd June, 
2021 

 

Pupil Signature ……………………………………… 

Parent’s/Carer’s signature……………………………………………………………….. 


